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Smriti vs T on foreign foray

Basant Kumar Mohanty
http://www.telegraphindia.com/1150516/jsp/nation/story 20439.jsp#.\VVVdmU C2ly0\

New Delhi, May 15: Human resource development minister Smriti Irani has questioned the logic of “spending
taxpayers' money" to fund an IIT Delhi offshore campus in Mauritius, but her views appeared to contradict what
the tech school said in a media release late last year.

Smriti Irani

In the press statement, the 1T said its agreement with the Mauritius Research Council in November 2013 -
when the UPA was in power - had no mention of any financial commitments by India.

The December 29 media statement also said the 11T's role was only advisory in nature.

Smriti was replying to a debate in the Lok Sabha on April 27 on demands for grants for her ministry when she
made the statement.

"Why such an agreement was signed where commitments were made to set up a campus at (an) international
level in violation of (the) Institute of Technology Act by spending India's taxpayers' money? Why did the
minister of that time did not react,” she told the House.

The reference to 11T Delhi came after Trinamul MP Sugata Bose, who mentioned the resignation of the tech
school's director, asked the government to respect scientists.

R.K. Shevgaonkar resigned on December 22 on "personal” reasons, but sources said his resignation had not
been accepted yet.

The memorandum of understanding (MoU) that the 1T signed with the Mauritius Research Council was for
setting up an International Institute of Technology Research Academy (IITRA) in the Indian Ocean island
nation.#

Under the MoU, the 11T would admit students for the IITRA according to the tech school's norms and award
degrees once they successfully complete their research programmes. Such students can pursue their courses
partly in 11T Delhi and partly in the IITRA. This arrangement - of the 11T awarding the degrees to IITRA
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students registered with it - would continue till 2018. After 2018, the IITRA would award the degrees.

The HRD ministry, however, feels that since the Institute of Technology Act does not allow the institute to
award degrees abroad, the 11 T's venture is "illegal™.

M.M. Pallam Raju, who was the HRD minister when the MoU was signed, could not be reached for comment
but 11T sources pointed out that the tech school would award the degrees since the IITRA students would be
registered with the Delhi institute.

Sources in 1T Delhi said the Mauritius government had committed itself to spending 228 million Mauritius
rupees (Rs 41 crore) over five years. It has already spent 10 million Mauritius rupees (Rs 1.8 crore) for a transit
campus and the main campus, now under construction in Montagne in Blanche district, they added.

Earlier on April 27, Smriti had in a written reply to a question from Congress leader Renuka Chowdhury told
the Rajya Sabha that 11T Delhi had not incurred any expenditure either on setting up the campus or starting an
academic programme in Mauritius.

Trinamul MP Bose today said the minister must clarify if what she said in the Lok Sabha was correct or not.

Despite repeated attempts, no comments could be obtained from HRD ministry officials.
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HRD ministry's moves leave NAAC headless

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-hrd-ministry-s-moves-leave-naac-headless-2086122

After a quiet exit of Delhi University Vice Chancellor Dinesh Singh from the position of Chairman NAAC, its
director Professor AN Rai too has had a mid-term unceremonial exit, leaving the council headless.

Both Singh and Rai were appointed by the previous UPA government. Singh was asked to step down as
Chairman NAAC after his relations with the HRD minister Smriti Irani ran through rough weather over Delhi
university’s controversial four-year undergraduate course. “Singh was asked to move out quietly. He resigned
from the post in the later half of the previous year,” informed a UGC functionary.

Differences with Singh also happened as Singh had failed to deliver. “It was made to understand the Singh
would help NAAC set up an office in Delhi. Singh was to provide space to NAAC on the Delhi university
campus and would get Delhi University and its colleges accredited from NAAC,” added the official. Singh,
however, failed on both counts. The position of chairman NAAC continues to remain vacant, ever since Singh’s
exit.

UGC’s vice chairman Prof H Devaraja has currently been made the acting chairman of NAAC. In the meeting
of the UGC in the last week of April, UGC chairman Dr Ved Prakash apprised the members of the exit of
NAAC director AN Rai. Rai had resigned on April 21. “The position of NAAC director lying vacant was not
placed on the agenda. In fact the chairman mentioned it in his address,” said UGC member MM Ansari, who
was a part of the meeting.

In an interim arrangement UGC secretary Prof Jaspal Singh Sandhu has been as director NAAC. Rai is a
professor at North Eastern Hill University Shillong. His appointment in 2012 by the UPA government was also
marred with controversies. “While the chairman is an honorary post, the director is responsible for the day to
day functioning of NAAC. The position should be filled in soon,” said Rai. The UGC has now advertised for
the post of director. No such advertisement has been announced so far for the position of chairman.

NAAC works as an autonomous body established by the University Grants Commission (UGC). It accesses and
accredits institution of higher education across the country.

HRD ministry trying to trample upon autonomy of
universities: Teachers' unions

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-hrd-ministry-trying-to-trample-upon-autonomy-of-universities-teachers-
unions-2086232

The teachers' unions of various varsities in Delhi, including DU, JNU and Jamia, on Friday staged a protest
against the reforms being mooted by HRD ministry as they alleged that it was an attempt to trample upon these
institutions' autonomy.

"There is a growing consciousness within the academic community that the government's reform agenda in
higher education is insincere, undemocratic and in tandem with the corporate lobbies' efforts to vandalise the
public-funded system," said Delhi University Teachers' Association President, Nandita Narain. The teachers,
who staged a dharna at Jantar Mantar, were also joined by Congress MP and member of the HRD Consultative
Committee, Mani Shankar Aiyar.
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"The intention of the MHRD is to trample upon the autonomy of universities and bring about drastic changes in
a top-down and centralised manner, ignoring real concerns of access, affordability and equity in higher
education," the teachers’ unions said in a joint statement. They also gave a call for a united nation-wide struggle
of teachers and students against Choice-Based Credit System, Common Central Universities Bill and the
draconian provisions of the Rashtriya Uchhatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA).

"Starting with the Semester System and FYUP under the previous government, there have been continuous
efforts to derail the concerns of improving infrastructure and access in higher education by proposing models
that favour the growth of foreign and private investment, dilute the academic and statutory processes of
decision-making in universities, and sideline or suppress the voices of teachers and students," the statement
said.

"The overarching policy design links the funding of universities with accreditation parameters that completely
ignore the social goals of the public-funded system and the concerns of the backward sections while harping on
an idea of quality that is driven by commercial prerogatives. "It seeks to destroy quality and equity in the
public- funded system in order to promote private profit-making initiatives," it added. Meanwhile, the unions'
efforts to seek an appointment with the HRD minister to raise their concerns did not materialise.

Smriti Irani must be doing something right if Leftie Teachers
Unions are unhappy

http://www.niticentral.com/2015/05/15/smriti-irani-must-be-doing-something-right-if-leftie-teachers-unions-
are-unhappy-313562.html

New Delhi, May 15 (PTI) The teachers’ unions of various varsities in Delhi, including DU, JNU and Jamia,
today staged a protest against the reforms being mooted by HRD ministry as they alleged that it was an attempt
to trample upon these institutions’ autonomy.”

There is a growing consciousness within the academic community that the government’s reform agenda in
higher education is insincere, undemocratic and in tandem with the corporate lobbies’ efforts to vandalise the

public-funded system,” said Delhi University Teachers’ Association President, Nandita Narain.

The teachers, who staged a dharna at Jantar Mantar, were also joined by Congress MP and member of the HRD
Consultative Committee, Mani Shankar Aiyar.”

Now, 11 T-Kharagpur offers a '‘Make in India’ course

The course will deal with the changing labour law scenario to make a success of Modi's pet campaign

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/now-a-make-in-india-course-on-offer-
115051600688 1.html

Prime Minister Narenda Modi’s pet ‘Make in India’ campaign has found a taker in Indian Institute of
Technology (11T) Kharagpur.

The institute is offering a short-term course on 'Industrial Relations and Make in India: Emerging Trends' from
July 11-17 which will deal with the importance of changing the crucial Industrial Disputes Act to make a
success of Modi’s pet campaign.

This comes as a time when the union government is trying to convince the opposing voices, particularly the
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trade unions, about its move to amend crucial labour laws to boost the ‘“Make in India’ campaign.

Also, as the government is making efforts to break the deadlock over the proposed land acquisition Bill, 11T-
Kharagpur has offered a one week course on “Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Environmental Clearance of
Projects” which will discuss the new Bill.

After coming to power last year, Modi had launched this campaign to promote India as a manufacturing hub.

“In order to translate the slogan into real action, there is a need to revisit regulatory framework linked to
industrial relations in the country. The regulatory framework dealing with the relationship between employer
and employee has got a vital role in materializing the agenda of the government,” the summary of the labour-
related course outlined.

This comes in the wake of the recent labour law proposals of the Centre to ease retrenchment policies in a
factory.

“Since labour laws are so much in discussion nowadays, we thought there is a need to teach how we need to re-
orient them to make the government’s agenda successful. The government’s campaign requires a focused
teaching on the labour law issues,” said one of the course co-coordinators in the institute, who didn’t wish to be
quoted.

One of the objectives of offering the course is to understand the agenda of ‘Make in India’ from the
perspectives of industrial relations.

Recently, the NDA government had proposed to allow companies hiring up to 300 workers to retrench workers
without seeking official sanction. Currently, industries with up to 100 workers are allowed to do this. While the
industry has cheered the proposals as it has been their long pending demand, the trade unions have registered a
strong protest against the move.

The course is open for students (from other institutes too), academics and industry players and is free of cost for
faculty of AICTE-approved institutes. Industry players will need to pay Rs 10,000, academics Rs 6,000 and
students Rs 3,000 for the course. Each participant will get a certificate on successful completion of the
programme.

The course module will “explore” the labour laws impacting industrial relations, “educate the participants how
to restore industrial harmony through industrial democracy” and talk about the changing nature of trade unions,
preventive measures for an industrial dispute among other issues.

Although land acquisition and rehabilitation has been a topic of discussion in the past as well, the teaching will
revolve around the new Bill that the union government has introduced in Parliament.

“Although we have taken up the subject in the past as well, the current scheme of changes will be brought into
perspective this time,” said Jayanta Bhattacharya, a Mining and Environmental Engineering professor at IIT-
Kharagpur.

Bhattacharya said the institute will invite people from public services and industry who will share their
experiences on the issue. To bring a sector-wise perspective, the institute has invited applications from across
the industrial sector such as banks, railways, aviation, roads, etc, he said. The course will be held from
September 15-19.

The controversial land acquisition Bill, which seeks to dilute the provision of consent and social impact
assessment in some categories, was referred to a joint Parliamentary committee recently.
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Science journal gives Panjab University top rank

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/Science-journal-gives-Panjab-University-top-
rank/articleshow/47303620.cms

CHANDIGARH: World renowned science Journal, ‘Nature', has given top rank to Panjab University (PU),
Chandigarh, among leading science institutions of the country.

In the special issue on 'Science in India’, 'Nature India’ identified the leading science institutions by comparing
the citation rates in Elsevier's Scopus database of Indian institutions, which had produced more than 2,000
papers between 2010 and 2014.

PU topped the 10 'Elite Research Centres of India'. PU is followed by Tata Institute of Fundamental Research
(TIFR), Mumbai. Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science (IACS), Kolkata; Council of Scientific &
Industrial Research (CSIR), Indian Institute of Technology (11T), Bombay; Indian Institute of Science (11Sc),
Bangalore; 11T, Guwahati were at third, fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh places, respectively.

PU vice-chancellor Prof Arun Kumar Grover said the recognition from the top science journal should motivate
the university in excelling in the field of research and innovation.

Nature has mentioned that China's research spending has shot up to almost 2% of its GDP but India is
languishes at 0.9%, which has changed a little in more than a decade.
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A man-made mini-star
~ to power our future

Experts To Harness Energy From Controlled N-Fusion

Andrew Griffin

ngineers and scientists are
constructing a huge mini-
.4 star, which will produce the
same reactions that happen in the
sun to provide energy for the fu-
ture. The project, known as Iter (In-
ternational Thermonuclear Ex-
perimental Reactor), is based in
Cadarache, near Aix-en-Provence
in southern France. It will
weigh three times as much as the
Eiffel Towerand be as bigas 60foot-
ball pitches.
Inside the new building will be
a nuclear reactor that scientists
hope can provide power through
nuclear fusion. In doing so it could
generate clean, safe energy and re-
duce reliance on fossil fuels.
Earlier this year, the team be-
hind the project appointed a new
leader, Bernard Bigot. “Wearenow
entering into manufacturing and
preparations for assembly” he
said as he joined in March. Bigot
said that he had joined as part ofa

new management team that was

set up to deliver “both a research
and an industrial facility™.

Inside that facility there will be
asmaller and controlled version of
the same reactions that happen in
our sun, nuclear fusion. That hap-
pens when two atomic nuclei col-
lide with each other, releasing en-
ergy in the form of photons. The
scientists hope to harness that en-

@ Peter Glnter/Sclence Faction/Corbts

A SUN OF OUR OWN: The ‘mini-star’ will weigh three times as much as the Eiffel
Tower and be as big as 60 football pitches

ergy and re-use it, to replace the
dirty and limited forms of energy
that we use today.

A super-hot cloud of hydrogen
will rotate faster than the speed of
sound while being bombarded with
surges of electric current which
will leave the hydrogen ten times
hotter than the sun’s core.

According to the organization’s
website, it is based on the tokamak
concept of magnetic confinement,
in which the plasma is contained in
a doughnut-shaped vacuum vessel.
The fuel, which is a mixture of two
isotopes of hydrogen, will be heated
totemperatures in excess of 150 mil-
lion degrees, forming a hot plasma.
By scorching it with concentrated

waves of radiation, scientists be-
lieve they will be able to harness the
energy (in the form of photons)
which are created when atomic nu-
clei collide with each other. It is the
same process of nuclear fusion
which occurs on the sun.

The project was launched in an
early stage in 1987. It is now being
pushed forward by a group of sev-
en entities — including the EU, as
well as the US, Russia and China.

Since then, the project has re-
peatedly run into problems, with
the schedule being pushed back.
But scientists hope that early oper-
ations can begin in the 2020s, with
harnessed energy coming some-
time after that. THeINDEPENDENT



